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The History of the Gold Rush

By Dr. Frank J. Collazo

Introduction:  The scope of this report addresses the encounter of Mr. Marshall and Mr. Sutter during the early discovery of Gold, the overview of other sources of Gold, the methodology of how to mine the gold, the gold exploration in Alaska, Montana, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina; and the discrimination and hardships of the Chinese and Chilean workers. The Gold Rush started in other states before started in California. The Chinese were exceptional workers but the race barrier made them the victims of discrimination during the Gold Rush Era. 

Discovery of Gold in Other States

The North Carolina Gold Rush, First in the Nation:  Much like the slogans that have appeared on North Carolina's automotive license plates having the distinction of being first in the nation always seems to stir up a controversy.  We were "First in Freedom" but ended up having to remove that slogan from our license plates.  Now we are "First in Flight" and a group in New England wants to argue that.  So not surprisingly when we make the claim "First Gold Rush in the United States" we get an argument from our neighbors down in Georgia.  

In 1803 when it was discovered there was actually gold in the state, North Carolina already had a structured government both at the state and local level.  County governments had issued deeds on land holdings, which were duly recorded in the county records.  When gold was discovered it was inevitably on private or state property.  There was no land were one could go and "stake their claim" as was later the case in the Georgia Indian lands or California.  Anyone other than the landowner mining the gold was guilty of trespassing and could be subject to prosecution or worse yet lead poisoning.  Many farmers, who knew nothing about mining, suddenly became miners.  Many would continue to farm during the growing season and then mine their streams and fields in the late fall and winter.  They met with mixed results and many just ended up washing the topsoil essential to their farming efforts away causing more economic harm than gain.  

When the first deposits of native-mined gold from North Carolina at the Philadelphia Mint on May 25, 1804, newspapers throughout the country and Europe began reporting on the great gold finds in North Carolina.  Some farmers sold the mineral rights to their property to entrepreneurs who would mine for gold along the streams on their farm while the farmers stuck to their specialty - farming.  Miners came from or were brought from all parts of the country, Mexico, South America, and Europe. 

By the peak in the 1830s and 1840s there were as many as 56 mines operating simultaneously in North Carolina.  There were also an estimated 25,000 people employed in the mining industry which led to the creation of many new "boom" towns in the state to support the growing industry.  Until 1829 North Carolina was the only state producing domestic gold for our nation's coinage.  Virginia and South Carolina made their first shipments of gold to the Philadelphia Mint in that year and Georgia followed in 1830. Still North Carolina remained the largest domestic producer of gold until surpassed by the new finds in California in 1848.

North Georgia:  A driving force in the colonization of America, gold was the primary reason for Hernando de Soto to visit the North Georgia region in the early 1540's.  Indians along the Chattahoochee River north of Atlanta routinely panned for gold and found significant amounts of the material.  Spanish miners joined them and formed minor settlements that operated almost continuously until the early 1700's.  After the Spanish were forced from Georgia, interest in gold died for a number of years, but mining continued off and on throughout 18th century and into the 19th century.  

As early as 1819 there is evidence that whites were mining gold near the Cherokee town of Sixes.  Although people knew of the gold, Frank Logan "discovered" it in White County in 1828.  Benjamin Parks is frequently credited with the discovery in Lumpkin County mostly because that's what he told anybody who would listen to him for almost 70 years.  By 1829 mining operations had begun in White County (then part of Habersham County).  Later that same year operations began in Lumpkin, Union, and Cherokee. 

This promise of easy money literally floating down a river brought large amounts of men and money into the region.  It also caused much pain.  The Cherokee controlled most of the land in the gold region.  The Georgia legislature began to plan their removal almost immediately after the discovery of gold.  This eventually led to the “ Trail of Tears.”  By 1830 more than 300 ounces a day were being produced in the area from north of Blairsville to the southeast corner of what is now Cherokee County.  The center of gold production shifted to Auraria (Latin for "City of Gold"), just south of Dahlonega (Licklog).  

It became a boomtown overnight and quickly had a major road, newspaper, post office and hotel owned by John C. Calhoun, then Vice-President of the United States.  There was so much gold being produced in the region that the Federal government completed a mint in Dahlonega in 1838, however, by that time production had begun to decrease.  The rush continued until 1849, when word of gold in California reached Georgia and many of the miners left.  By 1858, most of the gold mining had ceased.  That year, hydraulic mining was introduced to the state.  Production of gold reached a low point during the Civil War, but by 1880 mining was again flourishing, thanks to hydraulic mining, which devastated the environment.  Although mining continues in the area today, production has been decreasing steadily since 1915. 

Nevada:  In the late 1970s, important deposits of disseminated, microscopically-fine gold were discovered near Elko.  These deposits, known as the Carlin Trend, are the largest source of gold found in the United States since California’s Gold Rush in the late 1840s. Six Nevada counties are heavily involved in its production, which is possible primarily through a technological process known as heap-leaching.  For most of the 20th century copper was the most important mineral in Nevada’s economy, accounting for as much as one-third of total national output.  However, falling copper prices forced several large mines to close in the late 1970s.
Discovery in California:  “One morning in January, it was a clear, cold morning; I shall never forget that morning—as I was taking my usual walk along the race after shutting off the water, my eye was caught with the glimpse of something shining in the bottom of the ditch.  There was about a foot of water running then.  I reached my hand down and picked it up; it made my heart thump, for I was certain it was gold.”  James W. Marshall.

Although Marshall’s discovery of gold on the South Fork of the American River has been called “the most momentous event in all of California History,” it was not the first such discovery in California.  Some historians maintain that as early as 1812, native Californians were working placer deposits near the Spanish mission of San Fernando. The first verifiable discovery of gold in California; however, occurred in 1842 when Don Francisco Lopez discovered the precious metal at Placeritas Canyon in the San Fernando Valley, about forty miles northwest of Los Angeles.


While resting beneath a shady tree during a search for stray cattle, Lopez suddenly remembered his wife’s request from early that morning.  “Bring home some onions, Cisco,” may or may not have been her exact words.  Taking the knife from his belt, he went to a nearby slope and began to dig.  Pulling the onions up from the ground, he noticed something glittering in their roots.  He looked closer.  It was gold. Within a few weeks, hundreds of people were engaged in washing and winnowing the placers of Placeritas Canyon, in what might be called the first gold rush in California history.  The deposits were worked successfully for a number of years, but were eventually depleted and the mines forgotten.


The California Gold Rush truly began on January 24 of 1848.  In a peaceful, gentle valley surrounded by fine stands of tall timber, James W. Marshall served as the construction superintendent of a sawmill being built for Captain John Sutter.  As work on the mill neared completion, it was found that the water flowing through the tailrace was backing up, which prevented the waterwheel from turning properly.  To solve this problem the tailrace had to be deepened to increase the flow of water and thereby create a stronger force to turn the wheel.

With the men working on deepening and widening the race during the day, it became Marshall’s custom to raise the gate every evening to let the water wash out as much sand and gravel through the night as possible; in the morning, while the men were getting breakfast, he would walk down, shut off the water, and look along the race to see if any further work needed to be done.  It was on one such morning that Marshall reached into history by picking up a few glittering flakes of gold, uncovered by the digging of the race and the action of the water, which washed away the rocks, gravel and sand, and left the gold.

Returning quickly to the mill, Marshall shouted to the men, “Boys, by God I believe I have found a gold mine!”  In addition, even after they tested the material—it was bitten, hammered, compared to a $5 gold piece, and boiled in lye—some still expressed their disbelief.  Whereupon Marshall firmly replied, “I know it to be nothing else.”

When next Marshall chanced to ride over to Sutter’s Fort, he immediately asked to see the Captain alone in his private office.  When Marshall was quite sure they were alone and that the door was locked, he pulled out of his pocket a white cotton rag.  Opening the cloth he held it out to Sutter.  It contained about an ounce and a half of gold dust, flaky and in grains, the largest piece not quite so large as a pea.  “I believe this is gold,” said Marshall, “but the people at the mill laughed at me, and called me crazy.”  Sutter carefully examined it, and said, “Well, it looks so; we will try it.”  With information from a copy of the American Encyclopedia, they tested it with aqua fortis and then checked the specific gravity of the yellow metal.  The stuff stood the test and Sutter proclaimed to Marshall, “I believe this is the finest kind of gold.”


Marshall and Sutter agreed that keeping the discovery secret would be in their best interests.  Neither one of them wanted strangers wandering about the countryside, claiming the land, and disrupting work on the mill.  Sutter asked the workers to keep the discovery secret until the mill was finished, which they agreed to do.  However, gold is a hard secret to keep and within days the news began to spread, and like a wild fire it soon swept across the state.
      

Within days of the discovery, Sutter himself mentioned the news in a letter: “I have made a discovery of a gold mine which, according to the experiments we have made, is extremely rich.”  A few days later Jennie Wimmer gave Jacob Wittmer, a teamster in Sutter’s employ, some gold after delivering supplies to the mill.  Upon returning to the fort, he used the gold to buy some brandy and soon the whole fort knew about the gold.


A few miles downstream from the sawmill, a group of Mormon workers were building a flourmill for Sutter.  They visited the sawmill on February 27, in response to a letter written by Henry Bigler.  After doing a bit of prospecting and finding some “color,” they returned to their work site and noted the similarity of its riverbed and gravel bars to those at the sawmill.  Digging about, they found gold, tremendous amounts of gold, and the rich diggings at Mormon Island soon became famous as the news continued to spread.


Sutter’s secret made it to San Francisco as early as March 15.  The news appeared in print for the first time as a small notice on the last page.  Captain Sutter, on the American Fork, gold has been found in considerable quantities.  This announcement alone didn’t seem to have much effect on the population of San Francisco.  What did get their attention was Sam Brannan arriving in town a few weeks later, waving a quinine bottle full of gold in the air, and shouting, “Gold! Gold! Gold from the American River!”

James W. Marshall and Captain John A. Sutter Encounter:  Just forty-six (46) years ago to day the great and memorable discovery of the California gold was made at Captain John A. Sutter and James W. Marshall’s sawmill on American Fork River, California.  James W. Marshall from New Jersey discovered the gold at Coloma in January 1848.  Mr. Sutter was building a sawmill.  The contractor and builder of the Saw Mill was Mr. Marshall.  The work force of the laborers was comprised of the disbanded Mormon battalion.  Mr. P.L. Wimmer was the superintendent of the project besides doing the cooking for the work force.  The site and the settlement were close to the banks of Sacramento. 

On a rainy afternoon, Mr. Marshall arrived at Mr. Sutter’s office to share a secret of the gold discovery.  He asked to secure a private room to carry on the conversation.  At the end of the conversation, Mr. Marshall showed Mr. Sutter the yellow metal about two ounces in weight.  Some member of the community questioned Mr. Marshall’s discovery; but some of them were laughing at him that he was a “crazy man.”  After having proving the metal with “aqua fortis” (nitric acid) which Mr. Sutter found in his “apothecary shop” and doing research in the encyclopedia, he declared that Mr. Marshall’s sample to be fold of the finest quality, at least of 23 karats.  

Mr. Marshall and Mr. Sutter made a prospecting promenade finding several pieces of gold and taking these pieces to a jeweler to make a ring of Mr. Sutter’s family “coat of arms” on the outside, and on the inside engraved:  “The first gold, discovered in January, 1848.”  Mr. Sutter asked Mr. Marshall, Mr. Wimmer, and others to keep the discovery a secret for six weeks until he returns from Brighton (he was a building a flour mill).  Upon his return, he found that Mrs. Wimmer disclosed the secret to the community. 

On the initial exploration of Gold, Mr. Brannan built a store on Mormon Island. Subsequently, Mr. Brannan claimed Mormon Island as his property.  He charged a 30 percent (heavy tax) on the “The Latter Day Saints,” claiming that the tax was earmarked to build a temple for the honor and glory of the Lord.  The Mormons who were part of the work force got the gold fever like everybody else, but they finished the mill before they departed.  Thereafter, the people commenced rushing up from San Francisco and other parts of California in May 1848.  Mr. Sutter thought that the gold discovery was a great misfortune.  The discovery of gold destroyed the business plan of Mr. Sutter.  Mr. Sutter submitted a claim to the "The Land Commission and District Court" that was decided in his favor.

John Sutter never saw the true opportunity of gold.  He could not alter his vision and left the state.  It was a dream that precious few ever actually realized -- but it's a dream that lives on even today.  The Gold Rush had a victory, a great justification, and a great ending.  People who could adapt to constant change; people who saw opportunity at every corner; people who longed for a more exciting life and weren't afraid to grab it, these were the people who were affected the most. 

The Mining Camps:  The mining camps are depicted on the map in Figure #1.  It shows the towns and survivors from the days of gold for the highway 49 travelers.
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Contributions by the Forty-Niners:  The Forty-Niners, a popular appellation of the gold hunters who traveled to California in the period immediately following the discovery of gold in January 1848.  The Forty-Niners were also known as the Argonauts of 49.  Many people living near Sutter's rushed to the area of discovery to stake their claims.  News of the gold strike traveled fast, and in December 1848 President James Polk delivered a message to the U.S. Congress in which he mentioned the possibility of untold wealth in California.  As a result, the gold fever spread throughout the U.S. and other parts of the world.

Soon emigrants from Europe, Asia, and South America joined the Americans who made their way to California.  Many people, following the water route, traveled by ship around Cape Horn, the southernmost point of South America.  Others made their way overland across Central America by the Panama and Nicaragua routes, and across the plains of the U.S. by wagon train, all heading for the Mother Lode region of California.  An estimated 100,000 people took part in the gold rush, the majority of them unmarried men from the eastern sections of the U.S.  Most were anxious to make their stake and return East, because life in California was rugged and often violent.  

In the mining camps lynch law often took the place of an orderly system of justice.  The men lived in rough camps with such lurid names as Hell's Half Acre, Rough and Ready, and Hang town.  In the first year of the gold rush inadequate shelter, poor food, and lack of medical supplies caused the death of about 10,000 persons from dysentery and other diseases.  Criminals also contributed to the disorder.

Eventually law enforcement agencies were established, and the mining camps were brought under control.  The majority of the Forty-Niners gained little benefit from their discoveries, and the mines passed into other hands.  The Forty-Niners have been a popular subject in American literature, a noted example being Tales of the Argonauts, published in 1875, by the American author Bret Harte.

The Forty-Niners pioneered new trails through unknown regions and helped to open them up for settlement.  They also added billions of dollars to the national wealth.  These billions helped finance the growth of industry during the 19th century and helped make the United States an industrial nation.
Overview of Other Sources

Utah:  Utah became part of the United States in 1848 by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended the Mexican War.  In addition, the Mormon community was on the main route westward to the new gold-rush camps of California.  The federal government tried to force the Mormons to conform to its standards and to give up some of their beliefs and practices, especially that of polygamy where men have more than one wife.  The Mormons officially abandoned that practice in 1890.  Their reluctance to disavow the practice was chiefly responsible for Utah’s late entry, on January 4, 1896, into the Union as the 45th state.

Alaska:  The discovery of gold brought thousands of people to Alaska and the Yukon.  It began in 1849 with a Russian mining engineer on the Kenai Peninsula.  It continued to 1914 when gold was discovered in Livengood near Fairbanks.  Let's try to piece together some interesting stories that helped to enrich the history of Alaska. A gold nugget with a leather pouch (.8oz) was the largest nugget found by miners Joseph and Phillip Ernst who operated the first gold dredge in Nome.  The nugget was found ca 1905.  

A Russian mining engineer discovered gold on the Kenai Peninsula.  In 1861, Buck Choquette discovered gold at Telegraph Creek near Wrangell.  Gold was found at Sumdum Bay, SE Alaska.  In 1871, Gold was discovered at Indian River near Sitka.  In 1873, miners started to work along the Yukon River searching for gold with the concurrence of the Indians.  In 1880, the Indians agreed to allow prospectors to use Chilkoot Pass.  

Congress passed the Organic Act of 1884, providing a civil government for Alaska.  In 1886, Howard Franklin strikes Gold on Fortymile River in Interior Alaska, and in 1888, Alexander King on the Kenai Peninsula.  In 1893, gold was discovered near Hope, Rampart and Circle.  In 1896, gold was discovered on Bonanza Creek, whereby the stampede began.  The US Army established six Gold Rush posts.  In 1898, sixty five people died in a Chilkoot Pass avalanche, and the US soldiers arrived to maintain order. In 1898, construction begins on White Pass and the Yukon Railway.  

In 1899, Mining began on the beaches of Nome.  In 1900, construction began on Valdez-Eagle Military Trail, later to become the Trans-Alaska Military Road.  In 1900, Congress authorized construction of the telegraph lines and submarine cableto connected Alaska military posts with each other and with the rest of the US.  At the same time, Judge Arthur H. Noyes arrived in Nome and started a fraudulent scheme  to seize rich mining. 

In 1902, Felix Pedro discovered gold on Pedro Creek, leading to the founding of Fairbanks.  In 1903, a Boundary Tribunal settles boundary disputes between Alaska and British Columbia.  In 1911, Kennicott Copper Mines began production.  In 1912, Congress passed the Organic Act of 1912, giving Alaska Territorial status and a Legislature.  In 1912, gold was found at Marshall.

Alaska and Canada Border Dispute:  Alaska Boundary Dispute, an early 20th-century controversy over the location of a portion of the boundary between Alaska and Canada. According to a vaguely worded 1825 treaty between Britain and Russia (the controlling colonial powers), the frontier north of latitude 54°40’ north was to follow a range of mountains 16.1 km (10 mi) inland from and parallel to the Pacific coast.  In many places, no such mountains existed, but the ambiguous wording did not cause a problem until the late 1890s when the discovery of gold in the Klondike region east of Alaska gave Canada an interest in access to the Pacific coast adjacent to the goldfields. 

The Canadians argued that in many cases the mountains mentioned by the treaty were actually on offshore islands, and that in those places the western border of Canada was the Pacific Ocean.  The United States, which had purchased Alaska from the Russians in 1867, maintained that the whole coastline was U.S. territory.  In 1903 the United States and Britain referred the question to a commission of six members, three appointed by each power.  The commission, which met in London, included three Americans, Secretary of War Elihu Root and Senators Henry Cabot Lodge and George Turner; two Canadians, Sir Louis Jetté and Allen B. Aylesworth; and England's chief justice, Lord Richard E. Webster Alverstone.  Alverstone sided with the Americans, forming a majority in favor of the U.S.

Idaho:  The largest city in northern Idaho is Coeur d’Alene, with a population of 34,514; it is a center for tourism and commerce in the Panhandle. L Lewiston (30,904), which was a mining camp during the gold rush and, for a time, the capital of Idaho Territory, is a manufacturing center and also Idaho’s major river port.

Oregon:  A number of metallic minerals, including nickel, mercury, gold, silver, and copper, have been worked in some quantities.  Small gold rushes in the 1850s created a number of boomtowns.  Most of the mines have been worked out, have reduced production, or have been closed because of market conditions.  Discovery of gold around the headwaters of the Columbia River in the 1860s further expanded the city’s importance as a river port.

Colorado:  The gold rush of 1858 and 1859 brought the first permanent settlements of Europeans and Americans of European descent to Colorado.  Among the immigrants were former tin miners from Cornwall, England, who were accustomed to hardrock mining, and, later, farmers from central Europe.  In addition, there were numerous people of Spanish and Mexican descent.  Blacks have been living in Colorado since the first gold rush.


British Columbia:  In 1858 gold was discovered in the central Fraser River Valley and the Cariboo Mountains.  A rush to the area began with miners flocking north from San Francisco.  As a result, the British Colonial Office created a new colony of British Columbia on the mainland.  Douglas, who remained governor of Vancouver’s Island, was also named governor of British Columbia.  In the early 1860s, the rowdy boomtown of Barkerville was the center of the Cariboo mining population; at its peak it had a population of 25,000.  New Westminster, on the north bank of the Fraser River just above its delta, was proclaimed capital of the new colony.  Access to the interior was greatly improved when the Royal Engineers built a road through the Fraser River canyon.  In order to control the northward movement of the gold miners, the territory of Stikine was added to British Columbia in 1862.
Montana:  After gold was discovered in California in 1848, people started to look for gold in other parts of the country as well.  In 1862, prospectors discovered gold at Grasshopper Creek in what is now southwestern Montana.  The gold rush had begun. Miners poured into the area in hopes of striking it rich.  Towns sprang up almost overnight.  Life in these towns could be rough since there was often no police force or local government in these isolated areas to help enforce the laws. 

Mining disputes sometimes led to violence, and outlaws stole shipments of gold.  But the gold rush helped bring settlers to Montana.  Virginia City, Butte, and Helena all began as mining towns.  The Bozelman Trail was the main route for the miners to work in the Gold Mines of Montana.  General Patrick E. Connor, guided by Jim Bridger, established a new route from the North Platte River in his summer Indian campaign in the Powder River Basin.  The gold rush town of Bannack was the first capital of Montana Territory. Today, this wonderful ghost town is preserved in Bannack State Park.  In its heyday, the town of Bannack was the social and commercial center for extensive gold mining in Grasshopper Gulch.  The Bozeman Trail forts were abandoned in the summer as a consequence of the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868.  The Bozeman Trail was used in military campaigns during the Indian wars of 1876-77 and as a telegraph, stage line, and settlement route in the 1880s.

The Chileans in the Mines:  The Chileno miners went into the mines early.  Most of them arrived in the last months of 1848.  There they taught the "Anglos" how to dig shafts and pan for gold, and how to select the most promising places.  They also made use of some of the techniques they had learned in their native country: cracks in the ricks were picked with the long curvy knife, the "corvo," sands were tested with the "poruña," the hollowed horn of a cow or a steer.  When there was not enough water to wash, they used the "aventamiento" method or "dry washing" and if the ore needed crushing, they improved the Mexican "arrastre" by providing it with a stone wheel and giving it a new name: the "Chili Mill."  It is interesting to note that these enormous stone wheels were hewn out of rock by very experienced stonecutters.  Since a large number of them are still in existence today, we can presume there was a large number of Chilenos in this trade. However, the 1852 census only lists two as "stonecutters."  This would indicate a very poor count among the Chileno residents of California.

Arrival of the Chinese

Chinese Immigrants: Like every other nation in the world, the Chinese Empire was represented in the great rush for California, which took place during the gold excitement. At the beginning of the year 1849 there were in the state only fifty-four Chinamen.  At the news of the gold discovery a steady immigration commenced which continued until 1876, at which time the Chinese in the United States numbered 151,000 of whom 116,000 were in the state of California.  This increase in their numbers, rapid even in comparison with the general increase in population, was largely due to the fact that previous to the year 1869 China was nearer to the shores of California than was the eastern portion of the United States.  

Another circumstance, which contributed to the heavy influx of Chinese, was the fact that news of the gold discovery found southeastern China in poverty and ruin caused by the Taiping rebellion.  Masters of vessels made the most of this coincidence of favorable circumstances.  They distributed in all the Chinese ports, placards, maps and pamphlets with highly colored accounts of the golden hills of California.  The fever spread among the yellow men as it did among others, and the shipmen reaped a harvest from passage money. 
Characteristics of the Chinese:  Probably the most conspicuous characteristic of the Chinese is their passion for work.  The Chinaman seemingly must work.  If he cannot secure work at a high wage he will take it at a low wage, but he is a good bargainer for his labor and only needs the opportunity to ask for more pay.  This is true of the whole nation, from the lowest to the highest.  They lack inventiveness and initiative but have an enormous capacity for imitation.  With proper instruction their industrial adaptability is very great.  They learn what they are shown with almost incredible facility, and soon become adept. 

Labor Mix:  If the social conditions prevailing in California in the days of ’49 are recalled, it is not difficult to realize how welcome were the Chinese who first came to the country.  Here were men who would do the drudgery of life at a reasonable wage when every other man had but one idea—to work at the mines for gold.  Here were cooks, laundrymen, and servants ready and willing.  Just what early California civilization most wanted these men could and would supply.

Chinese Treatment by the 49th Niners:  The Chinese are hardly used here.  In the first place they are taxed four dollars each per month for the naked privilege of mining at all. Next, they are not allowed to mine anywhere but in diggings, which white men, have worked out and abandoned, or which no white man considers worth working.  Thirdly, if these rejected diggings happen to in Chinese hands, prove better than their reputation and begin yielding liberally, a mob of white sovereigns soon drive the Chinese out of them, neck and heels. 

How the Chinese Were Perceived:  He is popularly held to spend nothing, but carry all his gains out of the country and home to his native land --a charge disproved by the fact that he is an inveterate gambler, an opium-smoker, a habitual rum-drinker, and a devotee of every sensual vice.  But he is weak in body, and not allowed to vote, so it is safe to trample on him; he does not write English, and so cannot tell the story of his wrongs; he has no family here (the few Chinese women brought to this country being utterly shameless and abandoned), so that he forms no domestic ties, and enjoys no social standing.  Even the wretched Indians of California repel with scorn the suggestion that there is any kinship between their race and the Chinese. 

Governor’s Recognition:  He was in demand as a laborer, as a carpenter, as a cook; the restaurants which he established were well patronized; his agricultural endeavors in draining and tilling the rich tule lands were praised.  Governor McDougal referred to him as “one of the most worthy of our newly adopted citizens.”  The Alta California, a San Francisco newspaper, went so far as to say, “The China Boys will yet vote at the same polls, study at the same schools, and bow at the same altar as our countrymen.”  Their cleanliness, unobtrusiveness and industry were everywhere praised.  The illustration below depicted the Chinese workers in Gold Mines.
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Illustration by Charles Christian Nahl from an 1860 edition of Hutching’s California Magazine.
Treaty of Hidalgo Linkage to the Gold Rush:  The original treaty negotiated by Nicholas Trist flatly declared all Mexican land grants "shall be respected as valid." But President Polk and the U.S. Senate removed this provision before the treaty was ratified. Only a few general references to Mexican property rights remained in the treaty.

Almost as soon as the United States and Mexico ratified the peace treaty, gold was discovered in California.  After a while, discouraged gold seekers began looking for land to settle.  They soon learned that the best farm and grazing areas were already taken by the Mexican land grants, mostly held by a few hundred Californio families.  The land-hungry immigrants began to challenge the property rights of the Californios, who had not yet been recognized as American citizens.

To settle the conflict over the California land grants, Congress passed the Land Act of 1851, which established a Board of Land Commissioners.  This board was to verify or reject each California land grant claim.  The Land Act required all grant holders to appear before the Board of Land Commissioners and prove with documents and testimony the validity of their claims.  In other words, the burden of proof was on the grant holders and not those who might challenge them.  Moreover, once the commissioners made their decision, it usually was appealed to the federal courts, sometimes all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court.

Political Rebellions:  Coinciding with droughts, floods, and violent political rebellions in mainland China, the Gold Rush and corresponding economic boom in California drew many Chinese (mostly men) across the Pacific Ocean.  The crossing was exceptionally unpleasant, lasting 62 days on average, with miserable conditions that modern scholars have compared to African slave ships.  By the end of 1851, there were an estimated 4,000 Chinese nationals in California; by the end of 1852, just one year later, there were approximately 25,000.  Before 1860, only 8% of the Chinese population stayed in San Francisco, while the vast majority sought their fortunes in the gold fields.

Environment:  Mining is a necessary art, but it does not tend to beautify the face of nature.  On the contrary, earth distorted into all manner of ungainly heaps and ridges, hills half torn or washed away, and the residue left in as repulsive shape as can well be conceived, roads intersected and often turned to mire by ditches, water-courses torn up and gouged out, and rivers, once pure as crystal, now dense and opaque with pulverized rock-such is the spectacle presented throughout the mining region.  Not a stream of any size is allowed to escape the pollution-even the bountiful and naturally pure Sacramento is yellow with it, and flows turbid and uninviting to the Pacific.  (The people of this city have to drink it, nevertheless.)  Despite the intense heat and drought always prevalent at this season, the country is full of springs, which are bright and clear as need be; but wherever three or four of these have joined to form a little rill, some gold-seeker is sharp on their track, converting them into liquid mud.  California, in giving up her hoarded wealth, surrenders much of her beauty also. 

Worse, still, is the general devastation of timber.  The whole mining region appears to have been excellently timbered-so much of it as I have traversed was eminently so. Yellow, pitch, and sugar (white) pine (and what is here called pitch pine is a large, tall, and graceful tree), white, black, and live-oak, with stately cedars, once overspread the whole country; not densely, as in eastern forests, but with reasonable spaces between the noble trunks-the oaks often presenting the general appearance of a thrifty apple-orchard, under grown with grass and bushes.  But timber is wanted for flumes, for sluices, for drifts or tunnels, for dwellings, for running steam-engines, etc., and, as most of the land has no owner, everybody cuts and slashes as if he cared for nobody but himself, and no time but to-day. 

Patriarchal oaks are cut down merely to convert their limbs into fuel, leaving the trunks to rot; noble pines are pitched this way and that, merely to take a log or two from the butt for sawing or splitting, leaving the residue a cumberer of the ground; trees fit for the noblest uses are made to sub serve the paltriest, merely because they are handy, and it is nobody's business to preserve them.  There was timber enough here ten years ago to satisfy every legitimate need for a century; yet ten years more will not elapse before the miners will be sending far up into the mountains at a heavy cost for logs that might still have been abundant at their doors, had the timber of this region been husbanded as it ought.  Remonstrance was idle, but I must be permitted to deplore. 

Enforcing the Claims:  The miners followed the frontier tradition of organizing themselves into small self-governing bodies for protection.  Each camp held a meeting to draw up a code for its mining district.  The typical code set forth the size of the gold claim that an individual could possess and the way it should be registered.  Sheriffs were appointed to administer the codes.  Justice was often harsh and swift. However, claim jumping, or taking over another person's claim, continued.  There were few social, class, or economic distinctions among the miners.  A man who put in an honest day's work was quickly accepted.  Most of the miners, however, were white Americans and looked on the gold as their national right.  They tried to keep the gold from others, such as Mexicans, Chinese, and Native Americans. 

Quartz Mining:  As to quartz-mining or the reduction to powder of the vein-stone wherein gold is contained, and the extraction of the gold from the powder, by means of water, quick silver [mercury], etc., I judge that the time has not even yet arrived for its profitable prosecution.  There are auspicious instances of its success that of the concern known as "Allison's Ranch," in Grass Valley, for example.  But I am confident that fully three out of four quartz-mining enterprises have proved failures or have at best achieved no positive success.  The current estimates of the yield of gold by quartz rock are grossly exaggerated.  I judge that the average yield of gold by quartz vein-stone is less than twenty dollars per ton-barely one cent per pound, and that yield will not pay the average cost of sinking shafts, drifts or admits, pumping out water, raising ore (and the immense aggregate of dead rock with it), crushing it, and extracting the gold, in a country where common labor costs two and a half to three dollars per day.  

At forty dollars per ton of veinstone, quartz mining might pay; but where one vein yields forty dollars per ton there are many, which yield less than twenty dollars.  There are some instances of profitable quartz mining by men on the spot who thoroughly understand the business; but I have not heard of an instance in which persons out of California who have not lost every farthing of it have invested money in quartz mining.  

Hydraulic Mining:  Hydraulic mining -- that is, the washing down and washing away of large deposits of auriferous earth by means of a current of water so directed as to fall on the right spot, or (better still) projected through a hose and pipe with the force generated by a heavy fall. 

Gold Seeker Disappointments:  The Chinaman was welcomed as long as the surface gold was plentiful enough to make rich all who came.  However, that happy situation was not long to continue.  Thousands of Americans came flocking in to the mines.  Rich surface claims soon became exhausted.  These newcomers did not find it so easy as their predecessors had done to amass large fortunes in a few days.  California did not fulfill the promise of the golden tales that had been told of her.  These gold-seekers were disappointed.  In the bitterness of their disappointment they turned upon the men of other races who were working side by side with them and accused them of stealing their wealth.  They boldly asserted that California’s gold belonged to them.  The cry of “California for the Americans” was raised and taken up on all sides. 

Segregation and Discrimination:  The early Chinese miners faced increasing discrimination and hostility from their white counterparts. Initially, when the number of Chinese miners was relatively small, they attracted little attention, and were mostly seen as picturesque and amusing.  As their numbers grew, their presence excited increased violence, hostility, and envy.  Before 1852, there was not much specific anti-Chinese activity, but when Governor John Bigler declared in an 1852 speech that the Chinese were a menace to the state, anti-Chinese activity accelerated.  Chinese miners, for example, were especially hard hit by the ever-increasing miner's taxes that were levied cruelly and unevenly on miners.

Within a short time the Frenchman, the Mexican and the Chilean had been driven out and the full force of this anti-foreign persecution fell upon the unfortunate Chinaman.  From the beginning, though well received, the Chinese had been a race apart.  Their peculiar dress and pigtail marked them off from the rest of the population.  Their camps at the mines were always apart from the main camps of white miners.  This made it easier to turn upon them this hatred of outsiders.  With the great inrush of gold-seekers the abandoned claims that the Chinese had been working again became desirable to the whites and the Chinese were driven from them with small concern. Where might make right the peaceable Chinaman had little chance.  

The Chinese had become the most conspicuous body of foreigners in the country and therefore had to bear the brunt of the attacks upon the foreign element. Governor Bigler suddenly became inspired with the realization of the value of an attack upon them as a political asset. He sent a special message to the legislature in which he charged them with being contract “coolie” laborers, avaricious, ignorant of moral obligations, incapable of being assimilated, and dangerous to the public welfare. The result was a renewal of the foreign miners’ tax, but in a milder form than its predecessor.

The United States won control of California in 1848 after the Mexican War (1846-1848). The discovery of gold in California that same year and the ensuing gold rush of 1849 further disrupted the lives of indigenous peoples.  Native Americans who did survive lost most of their tribal lands.  Modern-day California tribes now hold only small parcels, which are sometimes referred to as rancherias.

Foreign Miner’s Law: The state legislature was wholly in sympathy with the anti-foreign movement, and as early as 1850 passed the Foreign Miners’ License law.  This imposed a tax of twenty dollars a month on all foreign miners.  Instead of bringing into the state treasury the revenue promised by its framers, this law had the effect of depopulating some camps and of seriously injuring all of them.  San Francisco became overrun with penniless foreigners and their care became a serious problem.  The law was conceded to be a failure and was repealed the following year. 
Gold Rush Decay:  The yield of the placers began to decline in 1853-54, and the discovery of gold in Australia brought on a financial panic in the latter year.  Prices, rents and values fell rapidly and many business houses failed.  There were strikes for higher wages among laborers and mechanics though the prevalent rate for skilled labor was ten dollars per day and for unskilled three dollars and a half.  Investors became alarmed and, withdrew their capital.  Thousands of unsuccessful miners drifted back into San Francisco and began to look for work at their old time occupations.  The labor market was glutted and an enormous number were out of work.

American-Chinese Conflict:  To these unemployed men the presence of thousands of Chinese, thrifty, industrious, cheap, and above all, un-American, was obviously the cause of their plight.  The cry was raised that the large number of Chinese in the country tended to injure the interests of the working classes and to degrade labor.  It was claimed that they, deprived white men of positions by taking lower wages and that they sent their savings back to China; that thus they were human leeches sucking the very life-blood of this country.  Whoever came to their defense was immediately accused of having mercenary motives or of being half-witted.  It did not take long for the anti-Chinese agitators to define a “coolie” as a contract laborer and to describe how he was bound to a master in China to work a certain number of years at a small wage and how this terrible system was eating the very vitals out of American labor.
Coolie Fiction:  The “coolie” fiction of Governor Bigler was seized upon.  In the first half of the nineteenth century a pseudo-slave trade had sprung up in transporting Chinese laborers under contract to work at a certain wage for a certain period to Cuba and parts of South America.  Those who were not familiar with the Chinese language ignorantly called such laborers “coolies.”  The word itself comes from two Chinese words, “koo” meaning to rent, and “lee” meaning muscle.  The coolies are those who rent out their muscles, that is, unskilled laborers.  In the four classes of China they rank with the third, being considered a higher class than the merchants but below the scholars and farmers. The word in no way signifies any sort of bondage.  The “coolies” are perfectly free just as our own laborers are.

Anti-Chinese Riot:  In the years following 1854 this unthinking, prejudiced, anti-Chinese movement ran riot.  Various schemes were proposed for ridding the country of the Chinese as if they were a pest.  It was seriously suggested that they be all returned to China, but as this would have involved an expense of about seven millions of dollars and ten or a dozen ships for every vessel that was available, it was reluctantly laid aside.  This scheme failing, it was asserted that they could at least be driven from the mines. 

However, as this would have deprived the state of large revenue from licenses and would have crowded the outcasts in still greater numbers to the cities and agricultural districts, this too was abandoned. V various local authorities passed legislation intended to harass them.  Most of the Chinese were in San Francisco, so the principal efforts were made in that city, the famous “pig-tail ordinance” required all convicted male prisoners to have their hair cut within one inch of their heads.  The mayor vetoed this particular piece of idiocy but others almost as vicious were passed.  The courts declared many of these unconstitutional, but even the courts were not at all times consistent friends of the Chinaman. 

The worst blow, which they received, was embodied in a decision given by the Chief Justice of the state Supreme Court.  There was a statute on the books which prohibited “Negroes and Indians” from testifying against a white man in the courts of the state.  The court held, in a brilliantly logical opinion, that this included the Chinese for the reason that in the days of Columbus all of the countries washed by Chinese waters had been called “Indian.” 
Burlingame Treaty:  But in 1868 the Burlingame treaty was entered into between the United States and China.  It provided for reciprocal exemption from persecution on account of religious belief, the privilege of schools and colleges, and in fact it agreed that every Chinese citizen in the United States should have every privilege, which was expected by the American citizen in China.  Though naturalization was especially accepted, the provisions of this treaty aroused a storm of antagonism on the Pacific Coast. The labor agitators decried the treaty as a betrayal of the American workingman, and the whole Chinese question was up again in more violent form than ever before.

Panic of 1873:  The panic of 1873 and its ill effects brought the matter sharply before the public and especially that portion of it that was out of work.  The crisis was averted for the time; however, by the opening of the Consolidated [image: image1.png]-Camptonville
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Virginia mines in Nevada and the local wave of prosperity, which followed.  However, in 1877 the bottom fell out of the whole western business world and brought back the old agitation with tenfold violence.  It was made worse by the always-apparent fact that the Chinese were the last to join the unemployed.  In fact they seldom joined at all.  Gardening, farming, laundering, cooking and housework were almost monopolized by them.  The railroads employed thousands of them and they were engaged to some extent in manufacturing.

Prostitutes Traffic:  They were not given to sexual immorality themselves but some of them engaged in the business of importing women whom they would prostitute to others for gain.  Gambling was an all-prevalent vice.  These two features of the Chinese situation received far more emphasis even among thoughtful people than should have been given to them.  This came about because of the practice of “seeing Chinatown,” which like “seeing the world” too often meant seeing the worst possible side of it.  The proportion of prostitutes among the Chinese was a little if any higher among the other races in California at the time but much publicity spread the idea in great numbers.

Gambling:  Gambling, too, while very generally indulged in by the Chinese, was never among themselves the vice, which was made of it by the Americans who frequented the Chinese houses.  The Chinaman gambled for small stakes as an amusement and never to his own destruction.  However, while gambling and immorality have been over-emphasized, one charge remains against them in all its original strength.  The Chinese quarter was very unclean.  Their cleanly persons and spotless linen were in strange contrast to their filthy homes, overrun as they were with rats and other vermin. 

Foster Bill:  The Foster Bill legislation was designed to repeal the Chinese Exclusion Act. Japanese and Korean Exclusion League, assisted by united labor opposed the Foster Bill.  The League had also been working diligently and with great success for the extension of the Chinese Exclusion act to Japanese and Koreans.  The President of the United States was even reported to have said that if they sent the representatives of the Japanese and Korean Exclusion League to the White House he would deport the members of the committee.  The literature and statistics sent out by the Japanese and Korean Exclusion League did wonderful work in educating the public.  Thousands of fair minded and well meaning people who were biased and ignorant on the question of Japanese immigration entirely changed their views on the subject.  They learned the truth that the Japanese coolie was even a greater menace to the existence of the white race, to the progress and prosperity of our 

Miners Resentment Against the Chinese:  The violent opposition to the Chinese had first found strong supporters.  The other members of the work force resented the Chinese because of their “pig tail.”  From these southerners this feeling rapidly spread among the immigrants from the poorer countries of Europe, who at home were in a position almost of servitude.  Arrived in this country and endowed with the rights of citizenship, for which they are utterly unfitted, they immediately sought to raise themselves higher in their own estimation by trampling underfoot the rights of others.  There were real causes of discontent against the Chinese.  Evil as were these characteristics of the Chinese, they were never a sufficient excuse for the outrages that were perpetrated upon them.  These bore no relation to the real grievances, but were in a large measure the unreasoning acts of irresponsible men who were for the most part aliens themselves.  Calmly handled, the Chinese question never would have caused a disturbance in California.  In connection with violent race hatred, it kept the state in turmoil for the first thirty years of its existence.  Even today it occasionally recurs to furnish capital for politicians who are unable to find any other issue.

Gold Facts and Information:  Gold is measured in many ways but for some reason this precious metal is weighed in a system of measurements called "Troy Measurements." Troy measurements are such that one pound (lb) is divided up into 12 Troy Ounces and each Troy Ounce is divided up into 20 units called Pennyweight (dwt).  Therefore, you must be careful when talking to someone about a quantity of gold.  Make sure that the ounces you are talking about are the same ounces you are thinking about.  Table I illustrates a few conversions to help you convert to other systems of measurement of mass: 
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Table I - Troy Conversion Table

One Troy lb (pound) = 12 Troy ounces
One Troy oz              = 20 pennyweight (dwt)
One Troy oz              = 480 grains
One Troy oz              =33.3 grams
One pennyweight      = 24 grains 
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Formula to convert grams to pennyweight
____grams x .6006006 = dwt 

Formula to convert grams to Troy Ounces
_____grams x .03003 = Troy ounces 

Other conversions that might help: 

one mg (milligram)  = 1/1000 g
one g (gram)             = 1000 mg, 14.4 gr (grains)
one k (kilogram)       = 1000 g, 35 oz, 2.2 lbs.
one gr (grain)            = .65 g (grams)
one oz (ounce)          = 38.35 g
one lb (pound)          = 16 oz, 454 g, .45 k 

The following is a random group of facts about gold and what I think will be useful gold information: 

Other Names for Gold: Oro, Tesoro
Periodic Table information:
Symbol                 = Au
Atomic Number   = 79
Atomic Weight    = 196.96
Melting Point       = 1337.33 degrees Kelvin
Melting point       = 2,063 degrees Fahrenheit
Specific gravity   = 19.32
Tensile strength   = 19,000psi
Hardness              = 2.75 on Mohs scale

Summary:  "First Gold Rush in the United States" was found in North Carolina although Georgia claims differently.  In 1799, when gold was first found and 1803 when it was discovered to actually be gold in the state, North Carolina already had a structured government both at the state and local level.  A driving force in the colonization of America, gold was the primary reason for Hernando de Soto to visit the North Georgia region in the early 1540's.  

Indians along the Chattahoochee River north of Atlanta routinely panned for gold and found significant amounts of the material.  Although Marshall’s discovery of gold on the South Fork of the American River has been called “the most momentous event in all of California History,” it was not the first such discovery in California.  Some historians maintain that as early as 1812, native Californians were working placer deposits near the Spanish mission of San Fernando.  

Just forty-six (46) years before, the great and memorable discovery of California gold was made at Captain John A. Sutter and James W. Marshall’s sawmill, on American Fork River, California.  James W. Marshall from New Jersey discovered the gold at Coloma on January 1848.  Mr. Sutter was building a sawmill.  The Forty-Niners was the popular appellation of the gold hunters who traveled to California in the period immediately following the discovery of gold in January 1848.  The Forty-Niners were also known as the Argonauts of 49.  

Utah became part of the United States in 1848 by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended the Mexican War.  The discovery of gold brought thousands of people to Alaska and the Yukon.  It began in 1849 with a Russian mining engineer on the Kenai Peninsula.  It continued to 1914 when gold was discovered in Livengood near the Fairbanks.  The Alaska Boundary Dispute was an early 20th-century controversy over the location of a portion of the boundary between Alaska and Canada. 

According to a vaguely worded 1825 treaty between Britain and Russia (the controlling colonial powers) the frontier north of latitude 54°40’ north was to follow a range of mountains 16.1 km (10 mi) inland from and parallel to the Pacific coast.  Small gold rushes in the 1850s created a number of boomtowns in Nevada.  The gold rush of 1858 and 1859 brought the first permanent settlements of Europeans and Americans of European descent to Colorado.  In 1858, gold was discovered in the central Fraser River Valley and the Cariboo Mountains, Canada.  In 1862, prospectors discovered gold at Grasshopper Creek in what is now southwestern Montana. 

The Chileno miners went into the mines early.  Most of them arrived in the last months of 1848.  The Chinese Empire was represented in the great rush for California that took place during the gold excitement.  The most conspicuous characteristic of the Chinese is their passion for work.  The Forty Niners had apprehensions and misconceptions about the Chinese-discrimination.  The Chinese were welcomed as long as the surface gold was plentiful enough to make rich all who came.  

The violent opposition to the Chinese had first found strong supporters.  The other members of the work force resented the Chinese because of their “pig tails.”  The early Chinese miners faced increasing discrimination and hostility from their white counterparts.  Governor McDougal referred to them as “one of the most worthy of our newly adopted citizens.”  The Alta California, a San Francisco newspaper, went so far as to say, “The China Boys will yet vote at the same polls, study at the same schools, and bow at the same altar as our countrymen.”  

To settle the conflict over the California land grants, Congress passed the Land Act of 1851, which established a Board of Land Commissioners.  This board was to verify or reject each California land grant claim.  The miners followed the frontier tradition of organizing themselves into small self-governing bodies for protection.  The Foreign Miners’ License law imposed a tax of twenty dollars a month on all foreign miners.  The yield of the placers began to decline in 1853-54, and the discovery of gold in Australia brought on a financial panic in the latter year.  

In 1868 the Burlingame treaty was entered into between the United States and China to provide reciprocal exemption to the Chinese.  The American miners blamed the Chinese for the prostitution and gambling during the Gold Rush Era.  The Foster Bill legislation was designed to repeal the Chinese Exclusion Act.  
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